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TRANSITIONAL CONTEXT – FAST GROWTH – TRANSFORMING PLANNING SYSTEM



DEVELOPMENT 

 

BACKGROUND
Transitional context
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DEVELOPMENT 

 

BACKGROUND
Fast growth ‐

 

Hanoi
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Source: Ashui.com

Hanoi, 2010

HANOI (2003)

HANOI (1983)

Source: Haidep, 2005



DEVELOPMENT 

 

BACKGROUND
Fast growth –

 

Hochiminh city
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Source: atlas of urban expansion

Source: internet

Hochiminh city, 2013



DEVELOPMENT 

 

BACKGROUND
The other side
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Housing

Transport Hanoi, 2014 

Vacation, Hanoi 2013??

Source: internet

Source: internet



DEVELOPMENT 

 

BACKGROUND
Fast growing cities
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DEVELOPMENT 

 

BACKGROUND
Fast growing cities
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DEVELOPMENT 

 

BACKGROUND
Transforming development & planning
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DEVELOPMENT 

 

BACKGROUND
Changes in planning regulation milestones
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DEVELOPMENT 

 

BACKGROUND
Current planning system
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URBAN PLANNING LEVEL IN VIETNAM
(Top – Down System)

URBAN PLANNING LEVEL IN VIETNAM
(Top – Down System)

General PlanningGeneral Planning

Zone Planning
(Scale:1/2.000-1/5.000)

Zone Planning
(Scale:1/2.000-1/5.000)

Detail Planning or Urban Design
(Scale: 1/500)

Detail Planning or Urban Design
(Scale: 1/500)

Cities under Provinces/Town

(Planning duration: 20-25 years; 
Ratio:1/10,000-1/25,000)

Central Cities

(Planning duration: 20-25 years- vision 
50 years; Ratio:1/25,000-1/50,000)

Towns

(Planning duration: 10-15 years; 
Ratio:1/5,000-1/2,000)

New Urban Areas

(Planning duration: 20-25 years; 
Ratio:1/10,000-1/25,000)

(Law on Urban Planning‐

 

Decree 37‐

 

TT 10)

Regional Construction Planning
For national region/ inter-province/ Province

duration 20 year or more
(Law on Construction - Decree 08) 

Regional Construction Planning
For national region/ inter-province/ Province

duration 20 year or more
(Law on Construction - Decree 08) 
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FORM – SUBSTANCE 



FORM AND 

 

SUBSTANCE
Public participation milestones 
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FORM   Community’s voices
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FORM   Necessary conditions
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FORM   Building trust 
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FORM Building consensus – not ready???
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SUBSTANCE Building consensus – already done!!!
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Phu Thuong,
1995

Hanoi, 2005

Tourism 

 

planning
Lang Son, 

 

Hoi An

Rural 

 

infrastructure 

 

development 

 

planning, from

 

1998PARTICIPATORY 

 

PLANNING TRIAL 

 

PROJECTS



SUBSTANCE Building consensus – already done!!!
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Hai Duong city Tan An city

Viet Tri city
Vinh city

ACVN COMMUNITY 

 

DEVELOPMENT 

 

PROGRAM 2010‐2013



Action Plan

Step 1:

 

Relocate 5 houses in the middle row 

 

to the vacant land area at the end of the alley
The households on the two remaining rows 

 

do not have to relocate and contribute money 

 

to support the five households in the middle 

 

row

Step 2:

 

Build drainage system and the inner 

 

alley of 4 m width in the center of the area
Step

 

3:

 

12 houses on two sides of the new 

 

alley widened their housing area towards the 

 

new alley, increasing their land plot 

 

area

 

from

 

9‐12 m2 to

 

28‐30 m2





Together plan 







Lessons learnt from Viet Tri
• Right technical support
• Right good‐will for resolution ‐

 

TRUST
• Right participation
• Suspended development can be solved only when the 

 

harmony of interests of the parties involved is ensured.



Background of Huu Nghi Collective Housing Area 

29 households with 103 inhabitants. All have 

 

low income .
There were 4 rows of houses built during 1974 ‐

 

1978.
Each house has an area of approx. 30‐40m2, 

 

total land area is about 1,800m2 with the built 

 

area of nearly 1,300m2.

Before‐project housing status



Decent House for the Future Prosperity
AfterBefore



DEVELOPMENT CULTURE – PLANNING REVISION – PUSH & PULL



LEARNING 

 

POINTS Existing problems
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LEARNING 

 

POINTS Traditional culture cultivation 
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LEARNING 

 

POINTS Planning regulation revisions
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Push & Pull



 

Trust building – BUILD REGULATIONS



 

Tradition – CULTIVATE CULTURE



 

Willingness – STIMULATE LOCAL 

AUTHORITIES



 

Potential – MATERIALISE POSITIVE 

TREND
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LEARNING 

 

POINTS



19th June, 2014
Tokyo

Hieu.nqt@gmail.com
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